Notes from Grand Canyon AIA telephone conference call

2/13/2009

Those attending:


Jeffrey Zucker  -  President


Carl Ramsey  -  Vice President


Ray Cox  -  Secretary/Treasurer


Derik Falwell

Carl Ramsey gave a brief report about his trip to Washington D.C. for the Grassroots Convention.  Some of the topics that were presented included:

· Getting Volunteers for AIA programs

· Creating incentives for participation

He noted that membership was holding steady and that associate membership was actually increasing, resulting in a need for more programs for younger people.  

The Az AIA members met with the staff of John McCain & John Kyle, along with the staff of a few of the congressmen.  They presented issues relating to health care for small businesses and the energy package in the stimulus bill.  They also spoke about the need to direct some attention to planning for projects, rather than primarily focusing on “shovel ready” projects.  The overall consensus amongst the people that they spoke to was that the stimulus bill was not very good, but it was a necessary first step.  

The treasurer’s report was given, with the current balance in the GC AIA account of $4,821.33.  Jeff Zucker had another check for $269.06 to send to Ray Cox.  Ray and Carl were to schedule a meeting to set up the checking account with Ray’s signature.  

The group talked about the idea of creating a part time position for a manager of the GC AIA to handle emails and communications between members, coordinate events and increase attendance and membership.  It was estimated that the chapter could afford about $250/month for such a position. A similar position was created in Carl’s USGBC chapter with apparent success.   Carl will use a similar format to create a job description and post it on the AIA web site.  Derik Falwell indicated that he would be interested in the job.  

It as noted that the Prescott Valley Energy Fair has been scheduled for September 26th, rather than the 11th, as previously noted in the GC AIA schedule.  All GC AIA should plan on attending.  There was discussion about becoming a major sponsor of the event, with a contribution of $1,000 from the GC AIA chapter.  The chapter would have a prominent display booth, and all GC AIA members would be invited to participate by being present at the booth, and displaying information about their own firms.  This would be a benefit to GC AIA members, and would not cost the members any money.  

A motion was made by Carl Ramsey to approve the expenditure of the $1,000 for the event, seconded by Jeff Zucker, and passed unanimously.  Jeff will contact Tina Littereal at the State AIA Office to see if they have any support materials for the display booth.

The next meeting on March 13th will be a Housewarming in Payson for Rex Hinshaw’s new office.  The address is:  405 B West Main Street, Payson Az.   Cocktails will be served at 4:30 along with a tour of Rex’s new office, followed by a dinner at Fargo’s at 6:00 PM. (620 East Highway 260 in Payson).  Please contact Jeff Zucker to make dinner reservations. ( 928-778-3508 or jlz@catalystarchitecture.com) The dinners for all AIA members will be paid for by the Grand Canyon Chapter of the AIA. All members are encouraged to arrange for carpools and to bring several other members/spouses/significant others with you.   Hotel accommodations can be made at the Majestic Mountain Inn at 602 East Highway 260, in Payson, telephone # 928-474-0185.

